
The Easy Way To Program DCC Decoders



What Is DecoderPro®
• It is one of several open source programs from the JMRI 

project for model railroad computer control.
• JMRI = Java Model Railroad Interface
• Java (by Oracle) is the #1 programming language and 

development platform (JRE=Java Runtime Environment)
• You don’t need to know any of this to use it.



Other JMRI Project Programs
• PanelPro
• DispatcherPro
• OperationsPro
• SoundPro
• LccPro



Why Use DecoderPro®
• Programming decoders, especially sound decoders, is 

cumbersome from a throttle using CV’s (Configuration 
Variables).

• With DecoderPro®, programming is done with drop-down 
boxes and sliders, without needing to know the CVs.

• The program remembers all the settings in a roster file and 
the loco can be reloaded if ever necessary, or copied to 
another loco.



Getting Started
• Go to https://www.jmri.org/ (or search for JMRI)
• Download the most current “production” version
• The version you should download will depend on which Java 

release your computer will run.
• If your computer doesn’t already have Java loaded, then go to 

https://www.java.com/en/ and click  (before starting 
DecoderPro®)

• You will also need an interface between your computer and the 
layout or programming track (depends on your DCC System) 

• The JMRI site is full of help screens. Look around before starting










